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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 



[1] 



Claims 1-5 are pending. 



Claims 6-10 are cancelled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



[2] The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



[3] Claims I*3j3a4 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stacy US- 
5,957,645. 

In its broadest sense, Stacy substantially teaches: 

A fastener having a recess constructed to have a partial interference fit with an associated 
driver for removably engaging said driver and said fastener, said fastener having a shank with 
longitudinal axis, said shank constructed having the recess formed at its end, the recess having a 
central portion and a plurality of wings (22) radiating outwardly from the central portion, each of 
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the wings having an installation wall (24) and a removal wall (26), the wings being configured so 
that at least one of the installation or removal walls defines a segment of a spiral, said recess 
further comprising: a transition surface (32) connecting said installation and removal walls of 
adjacent wings, said transition surface extending from a top portion of said recess to a bottom 
portion of said recess; an interference surface constructed as portion of said transition surface, 
said surface having a first radial distance from the longitudinal axis at a top portion thereof to a 
second radial distance from said longitudinal axis at a bottom portion thereof; and wherein said 
first radial distance is larger than said second radial distance. 

As for Claim 2, Column 2 lines 50-53 suggests "an angle with a line parallel to said 
longitudinal axis in a range of between .5 degrees to 2 degrees". 

As for Claim 3, Stacy broadly teaches "transition surfaces" (32) that are diametrically 
opposed. Any surface that makes contact with a driver may be broadly construed as an 
"interference surface" or "interference fit", and thus the "transition surfaces" taught by Stacy 
cooperate to form an "interference fit" with a driver configured to engage the recess". 

As for claim 4, in its broadest sense, the interference surfaces taught by Stacy are 
constructed to provide an interference with a forward portion of a driver (in order to provide a 
means for applying a torque at the leading or "forward" edge), and allow surface to surface 
contact between the driver and wings at a rearward position of the driver (where the driver tip 
axially tapers off). 

As for Claim 5, the first radial distance is formed substantially "according to a standard 
recess opening of a spiral type recess". 
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Conclusion 

[4] The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure is as follows: 
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improved -interference surfaces- 




Stacy US-5,957,645 



Phillips US-2,066,484 

suggests interference surfaces shown in the 
drawings (and not positive^ claimed), which 
provide an enhanced *s&ck fit" so as to prevent 
mutilation anchor damage due to re&lrve 
movement betoeen the drive* and the recess. 



Present Invention 
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[5] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Sharp whose telephone number is (571) 272-7074. The 
examiner can normally be reached 7:00 am - 5:30 pm Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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